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I—Fonxtew Porrrics. 


The Dorussaltanat, of the 17 th January, says that some avaricious 


Englishmen are casting eager glances upon 


=. Sikkim. atone g oP on 5 
‘on that the English Government should send English troops to the 
55 in Ar that the Thibetans who have been brought by the 
Rajah of Sikkim to his State may not make a raid upon British territory, 
the writer says that it is not probable that a few Thibetans will venture to 
nake a raid upon British territory, and that to recommend such a course 
is only to display weakness. Probably the recommendation is made with 
avery different object from that which is stated. If Sikkim is to be 
annexed, pleas must be found for doing so. 1 


2. The Samaya, of the 20th January, is glad that Lord Dufferin 
„ has at last adopted the proper method of 

The frontier policy of Government. 
krontier of India. He is now endeavouring to enlist the sympathy of the 
border Maliks in favour of the British cause. Seven of the Maliks have 
been invited to Calcutta. And it is expected that by seeing the beauty of 
Calcutta, by mixing in social intercourse with Englishmen and English 
ladies, and by receiving a hearty reception here, they will feel persuaded to 
become fast friends of the English and to forget any reasons they may 


have for cherishing enmity against them. It is this policy of conciliating 


the border chiefs that has often been advocated in this paper. 


3. The same paper says that preparations are now being made 
ins on a large scale for the purpose of invading 


and annexing Sikkim. The exhausted state 
of the public treasury is of no consequence to Government, which can easily 


meet the expense of a war by imposing a new tax on the people of India. 


The object of Government is not to protect its Indian subjects, but to devise 


means whereby it may be able to carry foreign wealth to England. Ques- 


tions of right and wrong, again, being not for all time, may be shelved for 


the present. Itis indeed necessary to make professions of justice when annex- 
ing a country, but it is not convenient to put such professions into practice. 
It is not easy to make out why these preparations for war are being made, 
It is at one time stated that the Rajah's residence in Thibet is connected 
with the existence of hostile designs against the British power. It is 
stated at another time that the Thibetans have forcibly detained the Rajah. 
Itis asserted yet another time that the cause of all tnese warlike preparations 
is to be found in the increasing influence exercised by the Thibetans 
over the affairs of Sikkim. But none of these statements can be regarded 
as satisfactory; for the stern fact is there, that no complaints were heard 
against the state of Sikkim before the failure of Mr. Macaulay’s mission. 
. is now stated that lish t 

em in establishing peace in their country. But why did they not ask fo 
such help before? The Thibetans are 15 stated ds be e. 2 
influence in Sikkim. But was Thibet situated at a greater diste 


now from Sikkim before the failure of Mr. Macaulay’s mission? The fac 
is, the English are determi e 


to invent excuses. 


me n that both the Governments of China and Thibet have al! 


Mr. Macaulay’s mission would have been success 
invested with a purely commercial character. 1 


1 


* 


securing the safety of the North-Western 


the people of Sikkim have asked the English to help 


9 * 5 a 25 4 IR, , N 


ned to annex Sikkim, and are therefore not slow 
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II. Ho ApMinistRation. 
(e) Foliaos. 


4. The. Sunsodhini, of the 18th January, is glad to hear that the 
3 apers in connection with the Chittagong 
i eee ankirtan affair have been called for by the 
Commissioner of the Chittagong Division. The Commissioner is requested 
to consider the following points :-— 


(1) In the application to the Magistrate the times when and the 
quarters of the town through which Sankirtan processions 
were intended to be carried were clearly stated. There 
was no statement in the application to the effect that there 
would be processions all over the town on the same day, 

Wyy, then, did Mr. Orr refuse permission? 

(2) After reading. the notes written by the head-clerk and the 

| Deputy Magistrate in charge of the station, Mr. Or, 
instead of saying they (the Erahmos) must moderate their 
demands before I reconsider my order,” could have issued 
favourable orders. : 

(3) Mr. Douglas says that the Brahmos did not go to Mr, Orr, 

| But the fact isthe Brahmos did not get any specific orders 
for seeing Mr. Orr. Besides, as their demands were 
already moderate ‘and it was impossible to moderate them 
still further, they did not think it advisable to see Mr. Orr. 

(4) Mr. Douglas was informed that the applicants had not found 
Mr. Orr either in his office or at his residence. Why then 
did not Mr. Douglas permit the Sankirtan procession for 

that day, as he had authority to do? hele 

(5) The Brahmos had no objection to go to Mr. Orr, and asa 

matter of fact they did once go to him, and if they had 
known that permission would be granted if they only paid 

him a visit, they would certainly have visited him. 

5. The Sanjivani, of the 21st January, makes the following 


The Bengal Police. —— for the reform of the Bengal 
1. Local investigations in criminal cases are now made by head- 
constables, who write reports on the cases they investigate. Their reports 
are then examined by the Inspectors of Police. Now as these Inspectors 
have only these reports to go by, it is seldom that they come to a different 
conclusion from what is arrived at by the head-constables. And the result 


of this is that, in many instances, true cases are rejected as false and false 
cases are entertained as true. i 


As a remedy for this evil, it is proposed that the head-constables, 
after finishing their investigations, should, instead of taking down th 


depositions of witnesses and writing reports on the cases, at ance bring 
complainants and defendants before the Inspectors, leaving them to be 
dealt with by the latter alone. One great advantage of this arrangement 
will be to relieve head-constables and sub-inspectors of a great deal af 
their present work, and thus much of their time will be saved which will de 
more profitably spent in going on rounds for the purpose of watch, and in 
doing other really good police work. The Inspectors, also, who now draw 


— 


** salaries and work only two or three hours a day, will find work suffi 
to ke | 


ep their hands full. Besides, the police investigations will be concluded 
much more promptly than they are now done, and there will be ‘hed 
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being spoiled by bad management. The police wil never 
be of — itis to the country until it is employed more largely than now 
on work connected with keeping watoh and ward. es 

9 The present system of ‘writing diaries about all cases, however 
animportant, should be discouraged. ‘The duties which the ‘Bengal 
Police has to perform are so multifarious that, in order to enable it to attend 
to its most important daty of keeping watch and-ward more strictly than at 
resent, it is necessary that it should be relieved of the generally unimpor- 
Ll work of diary-writing. Diaries should be written only in cases where 
special reports have to be sent to the Inspector-General.of Police by the 
District Superintendents. And even in those cases in which diaries 
require to be kept they should be kept after the manner of the Calcutta 
Police, where a simpler and more convenient system of keeping diaries 
than that prevalent in the ‘mofussil police ‘prevails. ) 

3. The practice obtaining in the ‘Calcutta Police, under which the 
Superintendent of Police alone has the ‘power to let off or send up to the 
Magistrate, persons accused of any criminal offence, should be adopted in 

the Bengal Police, where that duty is performed by an officer of no more 
consequence than a jemadar on Rs. 10 per month, = 

4, Oourt Sub-Inspectors are not now allowed to institute criminal 
prosecutions. And it is not unoften that they are found addressing 
Magistrates on behalf of the Police. This assumption of unwarranted 
authority, and the privilege they enjoy of sitting in the presence of the 
Magistrate, invest them with great importance in the eyes of ignorant 
villagers, who regard them very much in the light of hakims.. This is very 
bad, for it leads to corruption. 

5. The rule that no police officer should serve in the district in which 
he has his residence, which has almost become a dead-letter, should be 
‘strictly enforced. ae | . 

6. Accounts of investigations in important criminal cases should be 
published in the Police Gazette, so that those whom it may concern may 
learn how these investigations are carried on. It will be necessary for this 
purpose to publish, with translations, the special reports of the Superinten- 
dents of Police. | 

6. The Darussaltanat, of the 21st January, says that a servant of a 


3 mahajan of Sylhet was recently carried away 
„ by a constable as a forced labourer. Shortly 
afterwards the gomasta of the mahajan was taken to the police by some 


constables. It seems that the gomasta had protested when the police 
carried away the mahajan’s servant. The Extra Assistant Cummissioner 
has ordered the police to investigate the cage. But the police should not 
have been entrusted with the investigation of the case when it is itself 
implicated in it. | a 
(b)-—-Working of the Courte. 
7. The Hindu Ranjikd,-of the 19th January, finds fault 


B deciai With a How Rama, 
. ‘ . | 4 a! ‘ . ‘ A on | J 1 1 
Masten Nitya Nanda Bhar, Deputy decision recently passed ‘by Baboo Nitya , 1%. 


strate of Rajshahye. Nanda Bhar, Senior Deputy Magistrate of 
Rajshahye, and says that it is a misfortune to a of Rajshahye that 


the Government has sent a beardless youth to dispense justice to them in 


Succession to such able and experienced Deputy up 
Gopal Chandra Mukerjee and Purna Ohandra G. as Baboos 


8. The same paper ie, sorry to hear that Baboos Baradakanta i 

dat, e- of bn. Ganguli and Nitya Nands Bhar, Deputy — 

habit of striking , Magistrates of Rampore Beauleah, are in the 
of striking off cases whenever the parties are not punctual in their 
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attendance. These officers forget how difficult it must be for people t 
attend their Courts from distances of three or four mile precisely y 
11 a.m. on these cold and short winter mornings. : 
9. The Pratikdr, of the 20th January, says that Baboo Sringt) 
Baboo Srinath Bhadra, Deputy Bhadra, Deputy Magistrate of Chittagong 
Magistrate. Was most unpopular when he was Deputy 
Magistrate of Krishnagar. He is a bad-tempered and fickle-mindel 
officer. 


10. A correspondent « * Lee be the 21 a 9 

a the following charges against the uty 

oy ee Magia of the Basithat sub-division a . 

1. He is irregular in his attendance at Court, coming one day 3 

10 A. u., another day at 12, noon, and sometimes at 1 o'clock. This lead, 

him at times to prolong the sitting of the court to 8 or 9 o'clock at night, 
to the great inconvenience of the suitors in the cold-weather. : 


2. He does not receive applications regularly and is guided by his 
own sweet will and pleasure in this matter. 


8. He is in the habit of striking off cases if the parties come a little 
later than the appointed time. 


4. He does not read out to the witnesses their depositions. 


5. Much confusion results from his not doing the treasury work 
regularly. 


(c)—Jails. 


11. The Pratskar, of the 20th January, is sorry to hear that Baboo 


: Gopal Chundra Mookerjee, the highly popular 

nenne Jailor of the Berhampore Jail, is going to be 
transferred to Mymensingh. Tue public of Berhampore, and even the con - 
victs, are sorry to hear of the transfer of such an able and amiable gentleman. 


Gopal Baboo possesses all the qualifications of a model Jailor. The 
Berhampore Jail has. greatly improved during the period he has been in 
charge of it. The health of the convicts has improved, and the death rate 


is reduced to the minimum point. Good food at a smaller cost is now 
supplied to the convicts. Gopal Baboo does not ill-treat the convicts, and 
— hears their complaints and looks to their comfort and convenience. 
n short, heis an ornament of the Jail Department. The Government is 
requested to reward this deserving officer by giving him a promotion. 


(d) Education. 


12. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 17th January, says that the 


The present system of education present system of education is defective in 


that it does not enable its recipients to 
acquire the qualities of self-control and self-reliance, nor helps them in fora- 


ing their characters. And so long as these defects are not removed, this 
system of education will do no good to the country. But that Government 
has at last perceived the chief defect of its system of education, and is 
endeavouring to remove it, certainly augurs well for the future. 2 
13. The Sahachar, of the 18th January, says that as the revenues ol 
. the Indian Empire are nearly all spent in 
meeting the army expenditure, in paying the 
salaries of the Civilians, and in making remittances to England, Governmest 
can spend little more than 80 lakhs on the education of the people of shit 
country. That is to say, the Government of the country, whose revent 
amounts to 80 crores of rupees a year, spends only 80 lakhs, or 1 per cent. 5 
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ion, Nothing could-be moreshamefol than this, It was found in 
a 1881. that out of the tatal number of peteons able 3 ve 
* 96 er cent were receiving education at school, and 80 per cent thereo 
—4 dee educated in pee potion a sent 1 48 n ae 2 
we 4, eee be estimated at 10-lakhs at p 
1 4 lake in esse 57 lakhs of rupees for the education of the 
ye 


ople, gi 


7 


the e 


ersons, or 10 pi 
f educating 


its comman 
country. It 
selves, and 


of the country, 
their education 1 


here also ? ig; ! ae 
14, Referring to Sir Comer Petheram’s it oe Sansenan 
„ tion speech, that the Bengali language is in =». 10, sess. 
Sir Comer Petheram on the Bengali an undeveloped condition, the same paper 
eae _ aske, can Sir Comer deny that by neglecting 
to enlarge the study of Bengali the Calcutta University itself is standing 
in the way of the development of that language? 1 


15. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 19th January, makes the follow. sn Parana, 
The Bengal Education Report for ing remarks on the Bengal Education Report t mu, 18s. 
sss for 1886-87 :-— e 


(1) It is to be regretted that last year the munieipalities in Bengal 
spent on education Re. 78,869 against Rs. 81,569 the 
year before. It is true that Government has reduced 
the police expenditure of the municipalties, id order 


r to 
enable them to spend more money than they have hitherto 
done on sanitary improvement and = education, — But 
as the reduction has been almost’ nominal, and as the 
prevalence of malaria in Bengal necessitates à very large 
expenditure on the head of sanitation, the Wunicipalities 
are necessarily unable to spare much for eduéation, It ts 
hoped, however, that in future the municipalities will, 
in spite of thie, pay more attention to education than they 
have yet done, 3 9 ee 

(2) The gradual decline of primary education thro heut Bengal 
is lamented. Neither Goyeroment nor the peo 98 


attempted to arrest thie decline. Government, abi 


Epvcation Gazerrs, 
Jan. 20th, 1886. 


Bano, 
Jan. Ast, 1888. 
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„ always finds money to spend on extravagant schemes, kno 
oly’ 0 barp about ‘int of funds when it is asked tg 
spend money on education. As mass education is neces. 
for the real improvement of the country, the sub. 
ject of primary education ought. by no means to be 
(8) Government says that everywhere the mofussil municipalities 
Phen have declined to take over the management of colleges 
even though it offered to be responsible for the college 
‘funds. The municipalities probably thought that afte; 
making over to them the management of colleges, Govern. 
ment, notwithstanding its promise about responsibility, 
would withdraw all connection from them, and -therefore 
refused to accept the proposal’ of Government. And 
withdrawing from all connection with education, leaving 
it to be managed entirely by the people, has, as a matter 
of fact, lately become the fixed policy of Government, 

This is not a sound policy. 


(4) It is good news that colleges under native management are 
steadily improving. 
16. The Education Gazette, of the 20th January, endorses the view 
expressed by Sir Comer Petheram in his 
recent Convocation speech, regarding the un- 
ä fitness of the modern languages of India to 
be made vehicles for imparting knowledge in the higher branches of Uni- 
versity learning, and thinks that the time has not yet come for assigning 
the Bengali language a place among University studies. | 
17. The Bangabdsi, of Qe 21st January, has 2 to a oat 1 
: the religion of the Hindus is being already 
er interfered with in the Indian schools in the 
teeth of the Government’s promise not to iüterfere with it, that interference 
will become most serious and mischievous when moral training will be 
imparted in those echools under the express sanction of Government. | 


No moral training will be of any use as regards Hindu boys unless 
they are taught to reverence their own religion, and unless moral instruction 
is given to them from a moral code compiled from their own Sastras. 
Hindu boys should also be placed under the charge of men _ professing 
the Hindu faith and reverencing Hindu principles of life and conduct. 


European systems of moral instruction are concerned only with out- 
ward behaviour, and do not penetrate to the springs of affection, love, vene 
ration, &c., and the means employed in those systems to inculcate morality 
are coercion and corporal punishment. No English pbiloeopher from Ascham 
down to Herbert Spencer, writing on education, has been able to dispense 
wholly with corporal punishment as a means of discipline. Government 
now sees that the education it has hitherto imparted in the Indian schools 
has shattered the morality of theIndian boys, and it is therefore anxious to 
give them such training as will make them orderly, submissive, and 
respectful. But the means which it proposes to adopt in this view vill 
not enable it to secure the desired effect. Such reverence as can be 
extorted by terrorism can never be real or lasting. 


18. The same paper cannot attach any value to the opinion expressed 


b } in Sir Comer Petheram’s Convocation 8 
4 Vice-Chancellor's Convocation that the Bengali language has no good 


: ture written in it; for Sir C das hi 
admitted that he does not know Bengali. * * 


Sir Comer Petheram’s Convocation 
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:Poakdsh, of che 28rd January, praises the Secretary of 
ise: om ~~ ... State for ä the endeavoor he 3 
The een Resolution tt introduce moral training into the schoo 
of India, and hopes that all Provincial Governments will give effect to the 
Resolution which the Government of India, at his instance, has issued on the 
ubject. But the proposal made by Government to bring over educated 
— from England for the purpose of filling the head-masterships of Gov- 
ernment -ecbools in this country should be abandoned in view of the 
exhausted condition, of the Indian exchequer. : 7 
20. It appears to the Navavibhakar Sdédhdrant, of the 28rd January, 
ae from the Government Resolution on the Eduoa- 
Raucational institations under Gor. tion Report for last year, that Government 
———,: 5) has taken no pains to ascertain the rae? of 
line of the educational institutions under its own management. But 
: * necessary that an enquiry of this kind should be made. It is the 
writer's opinion that the decline of these institutions is due to the diminished 
‘nterest which Government now takes in the matter of education. 


(e) Toca Self: Government and Municipal administration. 


21. The Sar Sudhdnidhi, of the 16th January, says that, though each ®* N 
1 adult inhabitant of Calcutta has to pay 1 
wm on the average a municipal tax of Rs. e 
annually, the municipality does not make any effort to reduce expenditure. 
The Calcutta municipality is a model municipality, and when even the educa- 
ted Commissioners of that municipality neglect the interests of the public in 
order to promote their own private interests, how can the Commissioners of 
wofussil municipalities be expected to do better ee i. 
22. The Burdwan Sanjicant, of the 17th January, reviews the u 116. 186d. 
ROU ht Sg work done by the Burdwan Municipal- : 
* ity during the last three years, and comes. 
to the conclusion that under a native Chairman it has acquitted 
itself as well as it did under European Chairmen, Those who once said 


that natives would not do as Chairmen of municipalities will now see their 
mistake, : 


23. A correspondent of the same paper says that the roads within Bosowa» Saxsrvam. 


ee Gee the Ranigunge Municipality are not. properly 
11 watered, and that the drains are, at timer: left 
unflushed. As the cholera season is approaching, particular care should 
be taken to keep the town neat and clean, The municipality has an officer 
to look after its roads. What does he do? Does he spend most of his 
ume at the houses of the Commissioners ? What, again, is the Vice-Chair- 
man doing? Ought he not now and then to go about inspecting the 
condition of the streets? 3 | 
24. A correspondent of the same paper refutes the charges e annum. 
11 brought against the Municipal Commissioners | 


of Burdwan by another correspondent in th 
lssue of the paper dated the 10th January last (see Report on } Native Papers 


for week ending 2lst January, paragraph 30), and asks the writer to make 
careful inquiries before bringing charges against men who are disinterested 
Workers in the cause of the public. : eee 
25. The Chattel Gozelte, of the 17th J anuary, complains that the 
Tho Chittagong Municipality, Toads within the Chittagong Municipality 
are out of repair. The present annual income 

0. But in what way is this large su 
authorities rigourously collect the rates, 


* 


or con nience of the tate-payers, : 155 
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26. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 19th January, says that numerous com. 


2 11 65 laints are heard regarding the non-supply 
Rompe eee, 1 at the burning ghat at ? Fhe 
mati near Rampore Beauleah. The Sanisary Inspector should look to the 
he ‘butchers of Rampore Beauleah cust the offal of the animal 
slaughtered by them into shallow water in the river Pudma, thereby violating 
the rule which requires such things to be thrown into deep water where the 
current is strong. The authorities should put a atop to this nuisance. 
27. The Jagathdst, of the 19th January, does not see auy necessity 
8 3 — A ae = from gern to — 
| wah to Hoogbly Bn or purposes of trade. 0 
Ee Beg. Jubi 4 at Naibati has been cop. 
structed to serve that purpose by connecting the Bast Indian with the 
Eastern Bengal Railway line. | 
The Hindus are always unwilling to part with their ancestral habita- 
tions. The proposal to acquire more land on both sides of the pro 
road than would be required for its construction, for the purpose of selling 
it at a profit, is open to the gravest objection. It would, in fact, be 
extremely unjust for the municipality to force people to quit their houses 
and to demolish their temples in the name of the law, and to dictate its 
own terms in the transaction in order that it may be able to sell the lands 
thus acquired at an advantage. The law never contemplated such a thing. 
28. The Pratskar, of * we J uad 11 that Ks ward sircars 
| a of the Berhampore Municipality are getti 
n ene bills issued K. the ee “ 
insufficient grounds, and are getting them fined. Petitions addressed tothe 
Vice-Chairman are returned from the office without being allowed to 
reach their destination. Many low-class people, such as Bagdis and Domes, 
sell cooked food within the municipal limits. It is hoped that the Municipal 
authorities will put a stop to such sale after making a careful inquiry into 
the matter, | : od 
29. A correspondent of the Daini and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 


25th January, says that the cattle-pounds at 


Two cattle- 


pire cattle-pounds under the Howrsh Domjur and Mabiari in Howrah are under 


the direct management of the Howrah District 
Board. The annual cost of maintaining those two pounds is Rs. 164, and 


the income derived from them is on 5 Rs. 100. The Board thus loses 
Rs. 64 every year on their account. Both the pounds should therefore be 
abolished. It is rumoured that the Chairman of the District Board he 


proposed the abolition of the pound at Domjur. He wouid do well to also 
abolish the pound at Mabiari. | 


(g)—Hatlways and Communications, including Conals and Irrigation. 
80. The Sahachar, of the 18th January, says that Mr. Oolqubous 


8 and a few others are impatient for a railway 
A railway line to the frontier of line to the frontier of China. And it is for 
this that they are asking Government to occu 


the country of the Shans in Upper Burma. But why such impatience : 
Let Government for the present content itself with constracting smell 
railway lines within Burma, and let it on no account undertake such a larg? 
project as that. The new newspaper, the Evening News, is also of this opinion. 
31. The Bas gabasi. * 2lst J january, says that the Governmest 

as imposed the road cess in plain violatioe 

eS wae rece mes: a ae promises embodied 5 the perme 
nent settlement. Few roads have up to % 
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zmuprored, and few roads have been constructed with the fund raised 
in er te ‘Whenever people ask for a vew road or for the 
; sir of an old one, the reply they invariably receive is that there is not 
nough money in the road cess fund. And yet if private individuals make 
een of money for the construction of roads, their offers are not accepted ! 
rm offer of Bs. 15,000 made by Baboo Narasingha Addy of the Hooghly 
aistrict, for the constraction of a road from the Haripal station to Bhandar- 
hati, has been rejected by the District Board. Has the offer been rejected 
because its acceptance would involve the payment of some money from the 
road cess fund Vis Reeser eo 

, correspondent of the same paper says that the roads at Telari, _ Baaamas, 

” | 1 . Naldari, Baral, Gaj, Poilee and other villages R 
Roads within the Achipore thane in the Achipore thana of the 24-Pergunnahs 
— district are out of repair. The inhabitants 
of those villages contribute largely to the road cess fund, but not to 
speak of the construction of new roads for them, even their old roads are 
not being repaired. | 3 

33. Another correspondent of the same paper asks the members of 
the Local Board to construct a road one mile 
long from Jorepukur bat to the Pubna road. 
Tne want of such a road is keenly felt. 

34. It appears to che Som Prakdsh, of the 23rd January, from the evi- 
dence given before the Behar Irrigation Oom- 
mission, that the Public Works Department has 
done more harm than good to the country. But that department will, never- 
theless, have to be kept because the cultivators have given up their old mode 
of cultivating the soil and adopted a new mode altogether. The Commis- 
sion should therefore address itself to the task of introducing reforms in 
that department with a view of making it really useful to the Government. 

35. The Wavavibhdkar Sddharani, of the 28rd January, cannot 

| believe that Government will listen to 
Rallnay, Pepe! Bengal-Burmah General Dickens’ insane proposal relating to 
; the construction, at a cost of four crores and a 

half, of a railway connecting Bengal with Burmah for the transport of troops. 
But when one considers what large sums of Indian money have been spent 


upon many such mad schemes, one cannot feel sure that this new mad 
proposal will be rejected by Government. 


()- Oener als. 


A road at Jorepukar in Pubna. 


The Behar Irrigation Commission. 


36. The Sansod hint, of the 18th January, says that it is no longer — 
5 necessary to give the Deputy Magistrate of . >. 1688. 
Gen, end allowance of an executive seh Lee a ene Ne of Rs. 100. 
1 Jox's Bazar is no longer the uncomfortable 
‘lation it once was, and the Deputy Magistrate of that place has not now 


todo civil work as before. And he has been even relieved of ion o 
7 eriminal work by the establishment of the Sanku l Ps 
* of Cox’s Bazar does not get any local allowance, and it is inexplic- 
üble why the Deputy Magistrate, who has been provided with a suitable 
Ouse, should continue to draw such an allowan ee. | 
37. The Darussalianat, of the 14th January, praises Sir Steuart Darcsuses, - 
Outstills, . for deputing a r. Westmacott to Ja». 14, 1582 
6 mae enquiries into the evils produced b 5 
ne Chanditollah outstill. Mr, Wostmasote has declared that it ee ; he 
— ie of Government that the people's health should be injured by drink- 
a ut if Government bas really no such intention, why have outstille 
opened? Government should make enquiries into the mischief done 


SaHACHAR, 
Jan. 18th, 1888 
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by the outstills at other places. It ‘should not also open outstills anywben 


without consulting local public opinion. If it increases the duty on th 
existing outetills, drunkenness will diminish and Government will at the sam. 
time derive increased revenue from the outstills. ; 
38. Baboo Kalikant Chowdhory, a correspondent of the CIdrur 
of the 16th January, brings the following 
Men of Berhetta in charges against Baba Banamali Roy, Spb 
postmaster of Berhatta, in Mymensing : — 


(1.) He does not regularly attend the post-office. Purchasers of 
postage stamps are consequently subjected to incop. 
venience. | 5 

(2.) He sometimes goes to the Mohangunge post-office, situated 

at a distance of 10 or 12 miles, in order to visit his friend 
the postmaster. 

(3.) There is only one peon in the post-office, and he cannot go 
cut to deliver letters when the postmaster is away a 
Mohangunge. | 

(4.) The date stamp of the post-office is not impressed upon letter, 
The correspondent has in his own possession two or three 
letters without the post-office stamp mark. 

(5.) People living at a distance of two or three miles do not get 
their letters within three or four days. This was once 
represented to the sub- post master; but he is stated to 
have replied that it was enough if letters were delivered 
within seven days. 


(6.) People do not get letters even on sending for the same to the 


(7.) The sub-postmaster is seldom found in his office. He spends 


most of ‘his time in his private quarters. 


The authorities are requested to inquire into these charges, and 
the correspondent says that he has evidence thereof. 


89. The Sakachar, of the 18th January, has heard a rumour that 


Government intends shortly occupying tbe 
Shan States in Upper Burma, and that ao 
army of 10,000 soldiers will be sent there for that purpose. If the rumour 
be correct, it will mean another disaster for the people of India, who wil 
have to bear the cost of another Burmese war. It is to be hoped, however, 
that the rumour is false. Government should think of no more conquests 
in Upper Burma until it has brought to subjection the part of the county 

it has already annexed. | | 
40. The same paper, referring to Sir Lepel Griffin's Lascarpore speech, 
W in which he attempted to incite Sikhs and 

ir Lepel Griffin. 


The Shan States in Upper Burma. 


Mabrattas against Bengalis, says that the 
conduct of such a highly-placed officer as Sir Lepel Griffin, who endeavour 

to create disunion between the different races inhabiting India, ought by 
no means to be condoned. Sir Lepel is smarting under the lashes of the 
Amrita Bazar Patrikd newspaper, and he may tberefore say anything asl 
everything he likes against the Bengalis. But it surely does not behove # 


Governor-General to countenance him in doing things calculated to dar 


the interests of the Indian Empire; and by not punishing him. : 
Excellency will really be giving him such countenance. The Governmest 
of India ought to-see that Sir Lepel is its enemy, and it should punish bm 


* 
N 
x ey “agit 
. 


accordingly. 


41. The same paper says that Mr. Stobie's letter in the Fort 915 
5 Review has given rise to an extensive agu 
tion against the oppressions which are %. 


„ „ „ „ ee, 2 2 82e 22 ae — — 
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indigo-planters:in Behar. The public will be glad if Sir 
— — will put an end to those oppressions. Since the advocacy 


of Mr, Hudson has failed of its purpose, it behoves Government to appoint 


Commission without delay to enquire into the indigo oppressions in 


The Darussaltanat, of the 21st January, referring to the increase 
olf the salt tax, says that many measures have 
The increase of the salt ‘ar. been adopted by Lord Dufferin’s government 
in defiance of public opinion. This is calculated to produce discontent ia 
the public mind. Lord Dufferin is a servant of the English people, and he 
looks to their interests. Could he not make up the deficit in the budget 
by re-imposing the import duties or by increasing the duty on intoxicatin 
articles instead of increasing the rates of the salt tax—a measure which w 
hardship to the poor. | : 
cer The Sanjioanl, of the 21st January, says that in order to make 
up the large anticipated deficit in the next 
year's budget, Government has decided to 
increase the duty on salt. But the deficit in question should have been 
met by reviving the import duties on English piece-goods. But Govern- 
ment is unable or unwilling to brave the opposition of the Manchester 


Increase of the salt duty. 


weavers, and so it has considered it safer to increase the duty on salt, 


knowing well that no act of injustice done to the poor people of India will 
elicit any protest from them. There is time yet for the Government to 
recede from the wrong position it has taken up. . 


44, A correspondent of the same paper asks Mr. Forbes, Magistrate 


of the 24-Pergunnahs, to remove the toddy 
The toddy shop at Sahapur Bura 


* shop at the entrance of the village Sahapur 
Bura Sibtola. The toddy shop is situated 
on the side of the village road, which is much used by the respectable people 


of the villages of Sahapur, Behala, Parui, &c., for the purpose of bathing in 
the Ganges. A tank situated near the shop is also used by respectable 


women. And as the drunkards assembled in the shop often sing obscene 


songs, the women who come to the tank feel compromised and insulted. 
As the drunkards carry on their revelries till 10 o'clock at night, all rest 
and sleep in the surrounding houses is disturbed. These men have more 
than once chased women of low caste. Low caste boys have also imitated 


a 


their example and taken to drinking. 


45. The Bangabdsi, of the 21st January, says that there is very little 


1 hope that Government will attend to the prayer 


of those who desire to prevent cow slaughter. 
But Government can certainly put down unnecessary cow slaughter. It 


has been stated several times that in the interests of good government 
cow slaughter should be prevented in towns and villages inhabited 
mostly by Hindus. For obvious reasons, popular rulers, notwith- 
standing that they are themselves béef-eaters, should not hesitate to put a 
+ lo unnecessary cow slaughter—a slaughter which is regarded sacrilegious 
all Hindus with whom the cow is an object of veneration. The people 
ave a firm confidence in the justice of their rulers, and the judicial officers 
of Government should not therefore shake that confidence by deciding cases 
relating to cows in a way which will wound Hindu feeling. But unfortunatel 
> cases relating to cows have been recently decided in a manner whic 


vl wound Hindu feeling. One of these cases has been decided by the 


Allahabad High Court, which says that cow : een decided by 
slaught 
3 the other case, in which a ae vs beaten. 5 b 


SaNJsIVant, 


or in appeal by the Judge e ee e Wen Capos 
commitied, 7 8 6 Mymensingh, who says that no crime was 
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46. A correspondent of the same * says that former Governon 
General used to encourage Sanskrit learning 
ee ee by granting stipends to the pandits. By 
that is not done now-a-days, The present practice is simply to bestoy 
titles upon the pandits. But that is not enough. The pandits to who, 
titles are given should also be granted monthly or annual allowance 
from the public treasury in order that they may be able to maintain then 
dignity ; and Municipalities and District Boards should be empowered ty 
grant such allowances. an 
47. Another correspondent of the same paper complains of th 


oppressions practised by the farmer of a cattle. 
op ine cattle-pound st Ukhre in Burd- pound at Ukbra, a village in the Ranigun 


sub-division of the Burdwan district. Th 
high-handed proceedings of the patks are also complained of. 

48. Another correspondent of the same paper prays for the establish. 
ment of a post-office at Gopinagar, a village 
pa, Postoffice at Gopinagar in in Hooghly. There are two letter-boxes in 
— the village, and both of them are found to be 
full. The village is also at a distance of five miles from the Dashghara post. 

office. The authorities are requested to attend to this prayer. 
49. The Sigouli correspondent of the same paper complains that 


The mofussil tours of Magistrates Magistrates compel cartmen during their 


mofussil tours to carry tents and other things 
from one place to another. These poor cartmen do not also get their legiti- 


mate hire. The benevolent Government is requested to look to the matter. 
50. The Dainsk and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 22nd January, says 


that the Englishman newspaper is jubilant over 
The Englishman and the increase the news that Government contemplates in- 
of the salt duty. 


creasing the duty on salt. For it is the increase 
of the salt duty and the abolition of the income-tax that have all along been 


avocated by that paper. The cause of this advocacy lies in this that, while 
the income-tax presses alike on Englishmen and natives, the salt du 
touches the poor natives only. Verily, by lending its ear tothe Hnglishman' 
advocacy, the Government has given evidence of the highest statesmanship 
and of its possession of a full sense of the best and highest kingly duty ! 
51. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrani, of the 23rd January, refers w 


9 ° ° 
6 Government’s intention to make up th 


deficit of two crores and a half this year by 
increasing the rate of the salt tax, and remarks that Government has no 


ventured to increase the rate of the income-tax, because, if it had done 80, 
a howl would have been raised by the Anglo-Indians against it. The poot 
native of India will certainly weep and wail when he will hear that the ta 
upon salt has been increased, but his wailings are not likely to be heard . by 
the Government. But this increase in the rate of the salt tax will. * 
only a crore and a half. It is therefore to be hoped that Government wi 
not make up the remaining deficit of one crore by imposing anothe 
tax upon the poor people of this country. fe 

52. The same paper says that it is a hardship to have to pay de 


1 money - order fee of two annas on all sun 
from four annas to ten rupees, and that i 

will be glad if the recommendation of a. correspondent of the Hope neu. 
paper that a money-order fee of one anna only should be charged for. fire 
rupees and all sums below it is adopted. i 
53. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 28rd Janus. 

Ferry oppression in the district of COMplains of the oppression committed 9) 
Nudes. ferry men in the district of Nuddea. % 


( 105 ) 


from all persons throughout the year at the high rate 
ort 33 for the a 0. season. It is the poor people who suffer 
ca from this oppression. The authorities should make secret inquiries 


into the matter, and insist upon the list of fares prepared by the Magistrate 


being put up in a public place instead of being hidden from public 
inspection as at present. 


54 The same paper is not opposed to indirect taxation, and has 80 Paaxasn 


Increase’of|the salt duty. plated increase of the duty on salt. It 


gould have been better, however, if this increase had been followed by the 


iti eduction of the income-tax. 3 
. “The same paper is glad to learn that Sir Charles Turner has 
Sie Charlee Turner and the Civil recommended the holding of the Civil Service 
Service Examination. Examination simultaneously in England and 
India. 


II 1.—LzotsLamive. 


56. The Navavibhdkar Sddharant, of the 23rd January, refers to the 


nn. following section in the Calcutta Municipal 

e e ee, fe ee Bill: —“ Upon complaint made to the Local 
Government that the Commissioners have made default in the performance of 
any of the daties referred to in the last preceding section, the Local Govern- 
ment, if satisfied after due enquiry that the alleged default has been made, 
shall make an order intimating a time for the performance of such duty, and if 
such duty is not performed within the time limited in the order, the Local 
Government shall appoint some person to perform the same, and shall by order 
direct thata reasonable remuneration to the person so appointed, the amount 
whereof is to be specified in the order, and also the expenses of perform- 


ing such duty shall be paid by the Commissioners out of the moneys 
levied by them under this Act. Any person appointed under this section to 
perform any duty of the Commissioners shall, in the performance and for the 
purposes of such duty, be invested with all the powers of the Commissioners,” — 


and says that a provision like this will destroy the real essence of Muni- 
cipal Self-Government in Calcutta. It is true that such a Damocles’ 
sword hangs over the English municipalities. But those municipalities 
can, as Baboo Kalinath Mitter has rightly pointed out, appeal to Parlia- 
ment against governmental interference—a remedy which will not be open 
to any Indian Municipality. 

The provision in the Bill that a trader will have to take out a license 
or every trade carried on by him is also objectionable and. will be 
of the most oppressive character. The provision in the Bill, empowering 
municipal officers to distrain carriages wl horses for failure to take out 
licenses for the same, : 


not now possessed of any such power, are already committing acts of 
| Oppression in this connection. Another ob 


(hough not a new one) is the placing of the same officer at the head of 
e Municipality and of the Police. This unwise combination of powers 
and functions often enables the Chairman of the Municipality to mana; 
municipal affairs in Sir 
1588, abused his powers as Commissioner 
victorious in the 
even Sir H 


rs of Police, in order to come. 
municipal quarrel about the Dhurrumtollah market. And 


oe Le Harrison, who is not known to be a civilian of a despotic 


abused his poli a ae te 
alcutta against religio Wesel „„ 


therefore nothing to say against the contem- 


is a very unwise one. Municipal officers, though | 


jectionable provision in the Bill 


an arbitrary style. Every one knows that Sir Steuart 


two functions—a measure which will do no harm. 
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IV.—-Narryn States. | 


7 


67. The Ss baclar, of the 18th January, says that the Resident x 


„ Commissioner. Hyderabad and Colonel Marshall have o 
4 2 Northern Hyderabad. the Commissionersbip of Northern Hyderabad 
to Sirajul Hossein, brother of Abdul Hug, against the wishes of the Nizam, 
who has declined to sanction the measure, and shut himself up in hi 
salace. Such things happen wherever there is English ascendency. 81 
7. — Griffin and Colonel’ Ward have made the life of the Begum of 
Bhopal miserable, and it seems that the Nizam of Hyderabad is also to be 

put in the Begum’s predicament. _ 

58. The Som Prakdsh, of the * J A pes that wbened Gor. 
. ‘ tributary and ernment professes friendship with the chief 
A states of ao of the Adutery and allied states in Indis, 
still in its actual dealings with them it treats them contemptnously 3.4 
follows a policy of repression towards them. This disagreement between 
profession and practice arises from the circumstance of Government not 
dealing directly with the native states. It is the Political Residents and tbe 
Commissioners of Divisions and their assistants who deal directly with 
those states; and as the Provincial Governments are mere tools in the hands 
of these men, these officers carry matters with a very high hand in. dealing 
with the allied chiefs. As these Oommissioners and their assistants are 
recruited from the middle class population in England and India, they 
cannot be expected to behave respectfully towards Rajahs and Nawabs. As 
one instance of the high-handedness of these officers, it will be sufficient 
to allude to the doings of the present Dewan of Mohurbhunj, and of the 
Manager of the state of Nayagurh. The present administration of Mohurbhurj 
is wholly unsuited to that state. Government ought to appoint a Commission 
in the interest of the native chiefs of India. The present practice of 
educating the minor chiefs of native states after the European fashion is 
also productive of serjous mischief. 50 age 
‘Dane & Saucme 59. The Dainit and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 23rd danuary, 
Jen, Sort, 1055 says that it is the Hnglishman newepaper 
er which first circulated the news that a wir 
understanding had arisen between the Nizam and Colonel Marshall regart- 
ing an appointment to a Commissionership in His Highness’ dominions, 
and it is the same paper which is now contradicting the news. ‘Bu 
if the Pioneers statement on this subject be true, there will remain 10 
doubt that both Colonel Marshall and the Resident, Mr. Cordery, exerted 
pressure on the Nizam in order to get Abdul Huq’s brother appointed 4 
the Commissionership in question. Abdul Huq is a dangerous character, 
and it will bode no good to the State if his brother be appointed toe 
high a post. The Statesman has told the story of Mr. Cordery's doing 
in Hyderabad, and everybody therefore knows what sort of a man he 
His term of office has expired, but it is proposed to give him one vent 
extension. Now the real meaning of this proposal is, as the Salem 
says, that it is Mr. Cordery himself who wants to remain in his Iuris 
ce one year more, and that neither His Highness the Nizam norte 
subjects are anxious to retain his services any longer. It is ales 1 
‘that the offer of 60 lakhs to the Government of India never came foe 
‘the Nizam himeelf. It is even doubtful whether His Highness R 
anything about it until it had been made. It is Colonel) Marshall am 
the Resident, Mr. Cordery, who really govern the State of Hyderabad. f 
‘the Government of India knows only as much of its administration * 
these personages choose to disclose to it. The present Hyderabad ada. 
— 11 5 shrouded in mystery. Will not the Governor- Gene 
unravel it | 1 
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V—Pnospecrs oF THE Capra an Orion or THR Pre 
respondent of the Chdruvdrid, of the 16th Januaty, reports 
3 the prevalence ‘of cholera of a virulent type 
Cholera st Kpndali in Mymen- at Kundali, a village situated near Kendus, 
sing. in the Netrokona meg of the Mote 
% district. The 10 or 12 tanks that exist in the village are fulb e 
2 walae and almost silted up, and this outbreak of cholera is attributed 


inking of the impure water of these tanks. The present owners 
f * in aul de circumstances that it must be im ossible 
‘or them to re-excavate them, ‘he prevalence of malarious fever in this 
village is also complained of every year. It is the duty of Government to 
more these grievances of the poor and miserable inhabitants of thé 
village. Government should direct the Vice-Obairman or the Inspector of 
he Netrokona Municipality to make a careful inquiry into the condition of 
he people and to grant a sufficient sum of money for the re-excavation of 

ks. ä ite 
* “tL The Sanjivant, of the 21st January, says that famine is expected 

| in the North-Western Provinces. | gpa | 
Searcity of food in the Northe the people there are living on one meal. 
e sia itis Let the Government, which has imposed u 
ax for the express purpose of providing against famine, take timely warning 
of the impending danger. a | 4 on 


VI—Misce1LLannovs. | , 


62. The Sahgchar, of the 18th January, referring to the 1 
words of Sir Syed Ahmed in his Tuckno 
e are, ec We Jae ns held supremac; 
ver India for six hundred years, and it is the English 4 5 have deprived ! 
of that supremacy. Will Mahomedans ever forget this Por wil aie 
ver trust them fully?“ —obgerves that the Mussulman who attempts 
n this way to exeite his co-religionjsis against Epglighmen in this country 
annot, in spite of ,all, professions of friendship for the latter, be considered 
as their true friend. Mhile perusing the Syed’s speech it seemed to the 
writer as if he was reading an article written by the late Editor of the 
Moscow Gazette. Old age has perverted Sir Syed Ahmed’s intellect. er 

63. The Surabhe and 1 55 14 tne a kun erz a ee 

ö Bir Syed Ahmed’s Lucknow speech, observ 
„ — - follows :—The Pioneer has published’ a 
ranslation of the speech and lauded the speaker to the skies. But it is no 
wonder that the Pioneer, which makesso much of men like Dhirendra Nath 

Pal Geld dn . d n n en ee eee a 


There is nothing new in Sir Syed Ahmed’s speech. It is only an echo 


7 


of Sir Lepel Griffin's recent barangue. Led by the arts of enbmies, the 
Syed has in his old age completely forgotten himself. The Syed’s admission 


will Englishmen 
a 


* 


ther Indien peoples will only add to the glory of that people. The By 


said that the Bengalis crawl under the table at the sight of a‘knife 


— 


hat the Bengalis are superior, in pojnt of education and ability, to all 


is certainly true, for they really detest the knife’ of a Shere Ali or ah 


Abdullah, The Ben 

the sin that may spring from it. The Bengalis desire political advance! 

not with the aid of knife sword, or dynamite. 
64. The Jagatbést, of the 19th January, says that the people of 


are outwardly happy but.iowardly auhag 


. > 
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galis do not fear the Enife's sharp edge; they only fear 
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recel 


‘messages by telegraph system, their houses are lighted with gu 


light and they drink filtered water, they wear fine dresses and use fine foppj. 2 
ture, they hold good appointments and they are honoured with titles. But me 
they are internally ruined. The English are using all sorts of artifices to K 
rob them of their wealth. Very large sums of money are taken away t bo 
England every year; Englishmen are largely employed in the public service on Sy 
large salaries, and the English traders are carrying on a deceitful trade re 


for the purpose of plundering India’s wealth. The importation of cloth m. 
and salt of English manufacture into the country has thrown a large 
number of workmen out of employment. Drunkenness has inereased 
and large sums of money are going to England to pay for imported 
liquor. But the misery of the people under English rule should not be ar 
measured only by their increasing poverty; for there are other. ways Mm 
in which they are becoming miserable. They are losing their faith in de 
the religion of their forefathers ; they are losing their love for their country tb 
and countrymen; they are becoming more and more idle and depraved: 4 
above all they are becoming 4 nation of beggars. Fatal diseases are increas. N 
ing in number amongst them, and they are becoming the slaves of base M 
desires. Bad education is blinding them to all that is good and holy. 
Considering the rate at which they have declined within the last 100 years 
of English rule, it is almost certain that in another 100 years or so their 
moral and material ruin will be complete. ‘ag | k 
If a man suffering the pangs of starvation can feel happy by being 
made to wear a fine dress, then the people of India can be said to be fe 
happy under English rule. If a man writhing in a colic fit can be delighted 
by the sweet song of the humming bee, then the people of India can be 
eaid to be happy ander English rule. If a drowning man can be roused 
to an ecstacy of delight by seeing a beautiful picture, then the people of 
India can be said to be happy under English rule. 

Hiwpv RNA, 65. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 19th January, says that the title 
Jan. 19th, 1868, of Rajah has been bestowed on Baboo Gobind 
Rajah Gobind Lal Roy of Rung- Lal Roy of Rungpore probably in considera- 
ween tion of his gift of Rs. 90,000 in aid of the 
. Jubilee Sanitarium at Darjeeling. The people of Rajshahye expected that 
Fee. this munificent gift would be applied to the construction of a tramway 
he from Rampore Beauleah to Nattore. They had in fact applied to Govern- 
ment to that effect, and were informed in reply that the money had been made 
over to the Darjeeling Sanitarium Committee at the request of the donor, 
and that Government would consider the question of constructing a 
tramway when a formal application on the subject was submitted to it. 
The writer does not believe, however, that the Rajah’s money has been 
made over to the Darjeeling Sanitarium at the Rajah’s own express desire. 
The late Commissioner of the Rajsbahye Division once stated that a neigh- 
bouring zemindar would bear the cost of the construction of the Jhulmalia 
bridge. Was that statement a falsehood? It cannot therefore be admitted 
that the money has been made over to the Darjeeling Sanitarium at the 
express desire of the donor ; and it is certain that pressure was put upon 
him to change his purpose and to break faith with the public. However 
that may be, the donor has been amply rewarded, by being made a Rajab 
by Mr. Lowis, for making this liberal contribution in aid of his pet sani- 

tarium scheme. 
Passa Barpnv. 66. The Prajd Bandhu, of the 20th January, thus remarks on Sir Syed 


Jan, n | : Ahmed's speech: — According to Sir Syed, 
e no one who is not born of a high fai 


ought to be appointed as a member of the Viceregal Council ; for His Exo 
lency the Viceroy cannot, he says, be expected to treat with persons of 


oe 


(100 : 
s of friendship and equality. So he thinks dunces born of 
2 — families are ! than — B. A’s and M. A’s. But 
Syed be asked if he ever heard the name of the late Kristo Das Pal? 
as was a low caste Hindu. But was he ever treated by any- 
with disrespect for his low birth? It is in fact doubtful-whether the 
8 od himself, though born of a high family, bas been shown greater 
respect in the Viceregal Council than what was sbown to that low-bora 
man Kristo Das P al. ; ne : 1 Epvcation Gaserrs, 
67. The Education Gazette, of the 20th January, thus speaks of Sir 
Syed Ahmed's Lucknow speech :—Sir Syed 
has always struck tbe writer of this paper as 
an intelligent man, liberal in his views, and devoted to the interests of India. 
His recent speech has consequently taken him by surprise. Sir Syed's past 
doings cannot be reconciled with his present utterances. It is hoped that 
thoughtful Mahommedans, having a love for this country, will neither 
approve of nor act in accordance with the advice given by Sir Syed. 
Nothing that is calculated to produce a breach between Hindus and 
Mahommedans will prove beneficial to either. ) | 
68. The Samaya, of the 20th January, says that there are amongst those 
who have received the new-year's day honours 
many whose title to such honours is not 
known. That they have nevertheless received titles only shows that the 
English Government in this country is guided only by motives of selfishness, 
for these unworthy recipients of titles do nothing except propitiating with 
money either the Government itself or its officers. And this is the reason 
why men like Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee of the Calcutta Bar, Mr. Dadabhoy 
Nowraji of Bombay, and Mr. Badruddin Tyabji, who took the presidential 


chair at the recent Congress, were not among the recipients of the new- 
year's day honours. : 3 


Sir Syed Ahmed's Lucknow speech. 


Sir Syed Ahmed’s Lucknow speech. 


hoe new- year's day titles. 


69. The same paper thus remarks on IT. 
| Syed Ahmed’s recent Lucknow speech :— 
At some meetings held at Aligurh, Syed Ahmed twice spoke in favour 
of the system of appointing candidates to the public service by competitive 
examination; and a resolution to that effect, bearing his signature is probably 
now before Government. What, then, the public may very fairly ask, made 
him denounce competitive examination in his recent speech? Is he not bound 
to give the public some reason for this change of opinion? In speaking of the 
National Congress, Sir Syed singled out the Bengalis for condemnation. 
But are not all Indian races as much connected with the Congress as the 
Bengalis? And can the Syed point to anything in the proceedings of the 
Congress which shows that any unreasonable demand has been made by the 
Bengalis, or that they have made any undue exercise of power? Did the 
engalis present at the Congress only seek to promote their own interests P 
The intemperate language which the Syed has foolishly used against the 
Bengalis only reveals.the narrowness of his own heart. tt is hoped that he 
will try to rectify his error. aig cries e 
70. A correspondent of the same paper, who was on board the Apsori, suum. 
8 a steamer belonging to the Steam Navigation 
0 Oompany, which recently carried a large 
number of pilgrims to Saugar, speaks as follows :— . | 
1. The deck passengers suffered much from want of accommodation, 
10 persons having had to occupy space which was evfficient 
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There were only two latrines for so large a number of pilgrims, 
This was a source of particular inconvenience to the femal, 
ilgrims. „„ 

4. Wel the steamer on her return journey reached Armenian 

ghat the budgerow attached to it was let Joose, and i 

capsized in the current produced by the steamer. Four or 

five passengers were seen floating in the river. The life. 

boat from the steamer rescued many: persons. But the 

boys and women who were within the budgerow had little 

chance of saving their lives. Who is responsible for this 

loss of life? 

71. A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 21st January, complains 

ee of the ravages of tigers at Badagachi, a village 

Tigers at Badagachi in Durden. near Culna in Burdwan. A large number of 

cattle has been carried off by tigers. The Arms Act has deprived the people 

of the means of self-defence, and the Government does nothing to save the 
people from the attacks of ferocious animals. 

72. The Sanjivani, af K January, ging | 3 Sir Syed 

med’s statement in his Lucknow speech 

ee ee that the Bengalis are good for * 

says that when recently the mathematical professorship of the Syed's 

College at Aligarh became vacant he had to bring a Bengali all the way 

over from Calcutta to fill up the vacancy. Will the Syed still say that 


8. 


1. 
9 


the Bengalis are good for nothing? 


73. The same paper says that it is rumoured that Sir Lepel Griffin 


8 evidence against the Amrita Bazar Patrikd. 
But why take so much trouble to collect evidence? The Amrita Bazar 
itself will furnish him with all the evidence he will want if he institutes a 
9 that paper. ae : 


Coolie oppression in Assam. 


which. the tea-planters in Assam commit 
in broad day-light over hapless coolies under 
the British rule is so dreadful that the bare contemplation of it will dry 
up one's heart’s blood. Government connives at all tnis oppression, and 
devises means and measures for the welfare and protection of the planters. 
The feeble voice of the native press cannot make itself heard by Govern- 
ment. But the Oongrees has discussed the subject, and the echoes of its 
voiee have reached the shores of England. How long will mother Bengal 
suffer? Hari, the redresser of the wrongs of his worshippers, will surely 
take it upon Himself to protect poor coolie women from violation. 

An association for the protection of coolies has become absolutel 
necessary. Let such an association be established in Oalcutta wit 
branches in Assam and other places, and let this network of associations 
bring to light cases of oppression committed on the coolies, and try to get 
the perpetrators thereof punished in open court. : 

75. A correspondent of the Dacca Gazette, of the 28rd January, 

says that there is no fixed time for starting 
FEI. the British India Steam Navigation Com- 

pany's mail steamers plying between Narain- 
gunge and Fechugunge. Both passengers. and the officers serving on 
this line are put to great inconvenience and trouble on account of this 
irregularity, and many passengers do not avail themselves of this steamet 
service on account of its mismanagement. The post-office also suffers 8 
great deal, and the mail bags have to be closed in the post-office at an 
hour which is inconvenient to the public. Tue mails have sometimes to 


Steamer service between Narain- 


is now in Bhopal busily engaged in collecting 


The Dacca Prakash, of the 22nd January, says that the oppression 
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vee at for four or five hours. The Company is requested to 
wait ot = Aue of starting the steamer for sal atin ing That steamer 
row ef fact, leave Naraingunge during the latter part of the night, so 
sho +: may reach Baidya Bazar just at day-break, and after landing 

engers and wails at that place should continue its journey to Fechu- 
oe rg This arrangement, if carried into effect, will suit the convenience 
fr the passengers and the officers serving on the line, and will besides prove 


lucrative to the company. 


76. The Navavibhdkar Sddhérani, of the 23rd January, approves of 
a ted : Mr. Beveridge’s proposal to open a picture 
A picture gallery in Oaleutts. gallery in Oalcutta, a thing which exists in 
every civilized country. But the publie will not attend to this matter if 
they do not see the rulers of the country interested in it. Lord Dofferin 
who is a lilterateur has certainly a taste for the fine arts. So, if he helps 
Mr. Beveridge’s scheme, there can be no doubt that Calcutta will soon have 
a picture gallery. ; 
77. Al Punch, of the 23rd January, gives a cartoon in which the 
native press is represented as a native female, 
— and the Englishman, the Pioneer and the Civil 
and Military Gazette are represented as inciting a monster with a lolling 
tongue, by which is meant a press law, to spring upon the woman and to 
break her neck. 
78. The Som Prakdsh, of the 28rd January, says that the Hindu d Taue. 
pilgrims on board the Apsari, which recently ° ee 
Hindu pilgrims on board the went to Saugor, had to pass two days without 
1 food and in a sitting posture. Government 
should look to the matter. It is only the other day that overcrowding of 
passengers led to the loss of the Sir John Lawrence, and that fearful lesson 
seems already forgotten. Does Government neglect to take precautionary 


steps in these matters because the passengers on board these steamers are 


natives? oy 
79. The same paper takes exception to the conferring of the title 

. of O. I. E. on Colonel Ward of Bhopal, 

1 . esi and would like to know what claim the 

Colonel had to such an honour. It is hardly just for Government to 

honour with a title a man against whom grave charges are hanging. 
80. The Dainik and Samachar Chandrikd, of the 24th January, says C mm 

. that as Sir Steuart Bayley is not a hard-hearted Jan. 20, 1888. 
. * man like Sir Rivers Thompson, it is hoped 

that he will exercise his privilege of mercy in the case of Sadhu Sabu, as 

has been prayed for by the memorialists of Orissa. ee 8 

81. Referring to Syed Ahmed’s Lucknow speech, the same paper Dan & Samacuan 

n delivers itself as follows When wh ing e 

cknow’speech. . . 12 2 

W in England, for the purpose of educating 

his children, Syed Ahmed likened the people of India to beasts, and his 

Mahomedan brethren, including his own ancestors, to pigs. A man like this 

Syed, who has no love for his country and who charlshes no respect either 

for his own ancestors or his own co-religionists, is capable of anything | 

and everything. And can the British Government trust such a traitorous 

Mussulman ? Now the object which this man had in view in abusing the 

whole Indian people was to curry favour with the Anglo-Indians.. That 

object has been gained, for he has been made a Sir. So there is no longer 

any necessity for reviling all the Indian races, and he has, therefore, now 

selected the Bengalis for abuse. It is of no consequence how these 

worthless Sirs, be they Englishmen or Mussulmans, speak of the Bengalis. 
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The abuse which these men shower upon the Bengalis proves that, ip 
their eyes at any rate, the Bengalis are not 80 worthless as they describe 
them to be. As for the Bengalis themselves, it is sufficient consolation for 
them that they are a loyal people who loved their Mohomedan sovereigns 
and who now love their English masters. 

The Syed’s attempt to inflame the Mahomedan population of 
India by reminding them of their past achievements may be productive 
of much mischief. According to him, the Mahomedans still sigh for their 
lost sovereignty of India. Now it should be borne in mind that there are 
Wahabis among the Mussulmans and Kukees among the Sikhs, who. have 
also been deprived of their independence by Englishmen, and whose sovereign 
is now in Russia. These ignorant people may misunderstand the utter- 
ances of the Syed, and take up arms against the British power. It is strange 
that a speech. of this nature should have been received with applause both 
here and in England. =| 


Ass AM PAPERS. 


82. The Silchar, of the 16th January, says that instead of appointing 
N GSovernors-General and Governors of provinces 
Appointment of Governors-General for five years, it is desirable in the interests 
of this country that they should be appointed 
at least for two years, and that they should after that period be either recalled, 
or have their terms of office indefinitely prolonged according to the wishes 
of the people. The advantages of this arrangement will be seen in the 
minimisation, on the one hand, of the evils which bad Governors like 
Warren Hastings, Lord Dalhousie, and Lord Lytton do to the country, 
and in the increase, on the other, of the power which good Governors 
like Bentinck, Metcalfe and Lord Ripon possess of doing good to the 
eople. 
. P83. The same paper thinks that the attempt which Government is 
. making to improve the breed of Indian cattle 
Cached breeding] in Sylhet and by importing foreign bulls in this country is 
likely in the end to be productive of great 
good. It is to be regretted, however, that during 1886 only three bulls 
were imported into Sylhet and Cachar. | 
84. The same paper says that Mr. Fitzpatrick, the new Chief Com- 


oe missioner of Assam, has recently released 

nr. Mitzpatric’ and the release of two respectable women whom the arts of 

coolie-recruiters had brought to Assam, and 

hopes that, under his administration, the lawlessness now prevailing in 
Assam will to a certain extent be put down. 

85. The same paper takes exception to the remark made by Mr. 
The Assam Agricultural Depart- Darrah, the Director of the Agricultural De- 
ment. eave partment in Assam, in his last year’s crop 
report, that famine is not likely to visit Assam, and says that Mr. Darrah 
has surely made a mistake if he has included the whole of Assam in that 
remark, for the condition of the crops in Sylhet and Cachar has been such 
during the last two years, that there will be certain famine there if 
it does not change for the better this year. It is the chief duty of the 
Agricultural Department to improve the agriculture of the country and to 
see whether foreign crops could be grown in the country or not. But the 
283 Department of Assam has as yet done nothing in this 

irection. 


86. The same paper reports the death, at the village of Niyair, of 
. an opium-eater who, in his attempt to cross 
a river by swimming, was drowned, and asks 


( us ) 


Government to turn its attention. to the increasing number of deaths from 


indulgenoe in opium, wine and other intoxicating articles. 


„he same paper has learnt that: on: the expiry. of his furlough 
feta Lee Mr. Kennedy, the Deputy. Commissioner of 

Mr. Kennedy, Deputy 
of Cachar. Cachar;, has entered upon the performance of 
his duties with increased zeal, and thinks that the display of such zeal has 
become necessary in order to get his work out of the state of confusion into, 
which it was thrown by the negligence and. remissness of Mr. Arbuthnot, 
the Officiating Deputy Commissioner: Mr. Kennedy is also asked to direct 
his attention to the Educational Department in Cachar. The present School 
Committee, among other things, requires to be reconstituted. All the 
members of that Committee should be men having sympathy with the 

people of Cachar. 


88. The same paper says that when the college at Gauhatti was 


; abolished, Government promised to award 
cat gut daca scholarships to all the boys of Assam who 
should succeed in passing the Entrance Examination. But by limiting the 
number of scholarships to be awarded in Assam, Government has now 
broken that promise. The students from Sylhet and Cachar have, in a 
manner, been deprived of senior scholarships. Great injustice has also been 
done to the non-Assamese pupils in the province. It is hoped that the new 


Chief Commissioner will carefully consider these complaints: regarding the 
Assam scholarships. 


89. The Paridarshak, of the 16th January, says that Mr. Ward did 
eee e great N to the Mahomeden students 
Hof the Surma Valley by cutting down 

the hitherto unlimited number of scholarships’ specially provided for success- 
ful Mahomedan candidates in the University Natrance Examination. 
Government should attend specially to the education of the Mahomedans 
of Assam, who are still so very backward in this respect. A memorial has 
been submitted to the Chief Commissioner by the Mahomedans of Sylhet, 
protesting against this unjust action of Government. It is hoped that the 


present Chief Commissioner will grant the just prayer of the Mahomedan 
Community. | 7 ORS 


90. The same paper gives the following account of the highhandedness 


Forced labour in Sylhet. of the Kasibazar police in Sylhet :-—Some 


police constables entered the shop of a mahajan 
and forcibly carried away a man to give bagar work (forced labour) to 
Mr. Arbuthnot, late Deputy Commissioner of Cachar, who was on his way to 
Shillong. The mahajan exchanged angry words with the constables for 
this act of highhandedness. After a few minutes Baboo Girish Chander 
Ker, the head constable, came with a number of policemen, carried the 
Mahajan himself to the thana,and locked him up in the Aajut, refusing 


ail which was offered. The other mahajans in the bazar moved the 


Deputy Commissioner, who sent them to the extra Assistant Commissioner, 
Ishan Baboo; the latter sent a note to the head constable ordering him to 
release the mabajun; but the order was not complied with, and the extra 
Assistant Commissioner therefore personally went and had the mahajan 
released on bail. The police, it is said, will institute a charge of assault 
against the mahajan. But the mahajan, as a matter of fact, did not assault 
the police; he only spoke angry words on extreme provocation. 

Fores Numerous complaints have been heard about such employment of 
reed labour. Tnis highhandedness of the police is not sanctioned by 
N aw. The respectable cultivators of Jaintia live in a poor style, although 


ey own large estates; so when they come to Sylhet to pay Government 
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revenue, the police employs even them as forced ‘labourers and sends then 
away to distant parts of the country. ee 
Poor men coming to markets to purchase articles of food are. some. 
times forcibly employed by the police as labourers and sent to distant 
places. They therefore sometimes remain away from home for five or six 
days, to the great anxiety and inconvenience of their families. Guitors in 
the law court are also employed as forced labourers. The sufferings of 
all such forced labourers know no bounds; why do the police act in such 
au illegal manner? Ooolies are not wanting in the country, and their 
services are always available. But the police do not pay the coolies their 
wages, and that is why it employs forced labour. But Government officers 
get travelling allowances. Why should not they then pay the coolies their 
legitimate wages? When will these oppressions cease? Do they not 
constitute a blot on the beneficent British rule in India? The new Chief 
Commissioner is requested to luok to the matter. 
91. A correspondent of the same paper says that the road from Sylhet 
1 to Lala Bazar is only five miles long. The 
CCW Local Board has established two ferry ghäts 
on this road, one at Batua and the other at Dashkadi. A ferry ghat is 
required at Batua, because there is considerable traffic on the river at that 
lace during the rainy season. But no ferry ghat is required at Dashkadi, a 
ridge being all that is wanted there throughout the year. A bridge has 
been constructed at Batua by the Local Board; but the farmer of the 
Dashkadi ghät has built, bridge there and is levying tolls from the 
public. The Local Board, instead of farming the Dashkadi gh&t, should 
have constructed a bridge at that place. If it had done so the public would 
have been spared the necessity ‘of. boving toll. The authorities are therefore 


requested to construct a bridgé at the Dashkadi ghat, and thereby to remove 
a public grievance. &2 : 


* 
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